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From the PCO President
John Lydon

February welcomes, celebrates, and honors Black History Month. 
Borrowing Barack Obama’s words, “Black History Month is about the 
shared experience of all Black Americans whose lives have shaped, 
challenged, and ultimately strengthened America.” It is also a Chicago 
story, stemming from progenitor Dr. Carter G. Woodson on Chicago’s 
South Side in 1915. The PCO is recognizing Black History Month this 
year at the collaboratively hosted event “Agency & Activism II: The 
Underground Railroad” with Darcel Rockett from the Chicago Tribune 
on February 17th from 12:00-3:00pm at Revolution Workshop (120 
East 111th Street). Join us! Darcel Rockett’s documentary series on the 
Underground Railroad can be accessed using the following QR code or 
at bit.ly/darcelrockett.

Over the past several months, my articles have focused on past contri-
butions of the Pullman Civic Organization. This month, let’s consider 
our future.

The National Park Service (NPS) and Illinois Department of Natural Re-
sources (IDNR) just released the Joint General Management Plan for the 
Pullman National Historical Park and Pullman State Historic Site. The 
100 page document outlines numerous analyses and recommendations 
for continued growth that directly align with the preamble of the PCO 
bylaws, which state, “The residents of this community, known as Pull-
man, have banded together and formed this Organization to promote 
the general welfare of the Community and to preserve its historical sig-
nificance, and continue to educate and memorialize the significance of 
the area.” How can the PCO best support the future of this work? Below 
are excerpts taken from the plan regarding partnerships, preservation, 
and programming.

PARTNERSHIPS - Actions in the Residential Neighborhood Area will pri-
marily be led by community groups, partners, or private individuals. The 
NPS and IDNR will support, where feasible, activities and actions that 
align with organization missions and desired conditions outlined for 
this area. Additionally, the NPS can assist public and private landowners 
with design and implementation of interpretive media and programs 
that enhance public understanding of the cultural and natural resources 
of the NHL district.

PRESERVATION - NPS would be a convener for discussions on best prac-
tices in historic preservation and support research on historic preserva-
tion that preserves the stories and histories in the Pullman community.
NPS would convene workshops about historic preservation and IDNR 
would support the NPS in this action. 
NPS would develop a homeowners guide to support historic façade 
preservation that is applicable to the entire NHP boundary.

PROGRAMMING - The 2022 National Parks Conservation Association 
proposed Pullman Cultural Trail would connect the north and south 
ends of the Pullman Community, within the NHP boundary. The cultural 
trail would primarily use existing infrastructure with the route potential-
ly being completed with NPS support outside of NPS and IDNR owned 
property and would therefore not impact historic structures or cultural 
landscapes.

To read the Joint General Management Plan, use the QR code below or 
head to bit.ly/pullmanplan.

Since 1960, the PCO gathers, supports, and informs our community. 
Together, we can!

This issue of the Flyer is dedicated to Pat Shymanski.

Solon Says: 
A Report of  the PCO Beman Committee 

Megan Lydon and Wyatt Ollestad Co-Chairs
pcobemancommittee@gmail.com

               ***Permit Workshop to be held February 24 from 1-3pm***
 
The Beman Committee will be hosting their annual building permit workshop 
on Saturday, February 24th from 1-3pm at the Florence Lowden Miller 
Historic Pullman Center (614 E. 113th Street).

Applying for a building permit is never easy. But, the Beman Committee is 
here to help! Join committee co-chairs, Megan Lydon and Wyatt Ollestad, for 
a quick presentation on the permit process, Landmark District requirements, 
and the permit fee waiver program. This will be followed by open discussion 
and a working session for those actively looking to apply for a permit or 
the fee waiver. If applicable, feel free to bring a laptop and your project’s 
information (including contractor info) and we’ll help walk you through the 
process in-person.

Wondering why you need a building permit or what the permit fee waiver is? 
Take a look below for some quick facts:

Building Permits: Ensuring that any proposed work meets with the 
requirements of the Chicago Building Code is important to preserve the 
structural integrity of buildings and safety for its occupants. Moreover, much 
of Pullman’s noteworthiness is because of its architecture, so making sure no 
improper work is done to the facades of buildings is equally important. 

Permit Fee Waiver: One of the perks of living in a Chicago Landmark District 
is the opportunity to waive all City Permit fees. This includes permits for all 
work being done to buildings within our district – both interior and exterior, 
including work to the rear of a property such as new garage construction, 
fences, etc.

Landmark District: The Commission on Chicago Landmarks is part of the 
Department of Buildings, and oversees the preservation, maintenance, and 
rehabilitation of Chicago’s historic buildings. The southern part of Pullman 
was declared a City Landmark District in 1972, the northern part in 1993, 
and then both were merged into one in 1999. Unlike many other Landmark 
properties in the City, the entirety of Pullman constitutes a singular Historic 
District, which means each and every building within the boundaries falls 
under Landmarks purview.

Façade Regulations: Commission on Chicago Landmarks and the Beman 
Committee are really only concerned with the street-facing facades of 
buildings, as they connote the historic architectural significance of the 
neighborhood. Property owners are free to do with the inside of their 
buildings as they see fit – so long as any applicable work is permitted. The 
interior of Pullman buildings is guided by the Chicago Building Code, so any 
major structural, electrical, plumbing, etc. work needs to be permitted. Which 
is to say, the same standards apply to the interior of Pullman buildings as the 
interior of any other building in the city.

If you have questions or want to learn more about the details of your house, 
please reach out to the Beman Committee at pcobemancommittee@gmail.
com.



Green Spaces and Places: 
American Beautyberry Bush

Lynn Smith

Now that Historic Pullman and the City of Chicago are officially in zone  
6, there are several more horticultural choices for the avid gardener. 
One of them is Callicarpa Americana, or the American Beautyberry 
Bush. This bush, with a height and spread of  3-6 feet  has deep pink 
flowers in Spring which turn into  violet purple berries in Autumn, from 
late August to November. The foliage turns yellow in Fall. You can also 
find cultivars which have either white or pink berries.  As a matter of 
fact, there  are several beautyberry bushes on the property of the State 
Site, near the Pullman Clocktower with pink berries I  believe. 

These bushes produce more berries and are more impressive, when 
planted in gps of for example, three. This bush is recommended by the 
Morton Arboretum for it’s ease of care and attractiveness to wildlife, 
including songbirds and butterflies. Crushed leaves of this plant are 
said to be a deterrent to mosquitos and ticks, always a positive quality. 
It grows well in partial to full sun. . .And we’ll keep talking. . . 

Block Captains and Zone Directors

Pullman Joint General Management Plan and 
Environmental Assessment Available

Teri Gage

The National Park Service (NPS) and Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR) are pleased to announce the release of the final Joint 
General Management Plan (JGMP) and Environmental Assessment for 
Pullman National Historical Park and Pullman State Historic Site. The 
plan establishes a long-term management philosophy and decision-
making framework for the co-located sites.  The JGMP incorporates 
desired conditions and management actions for the Car Works Factory 
Site and Hotel Florence, as well as strategies for supporting partner 
organizations in restoring, maintaining, and providing interpretation 
and visitor services at historic locations within the Historical Park 
boundary.

The JGMP was drafted by an NPS-IDNR team over a two-year planning 
process that included consultation with government agencies, nonprofit 
organizations, stakeholders, residents, and other interested parties.  
The planning process included development of an Environmental 
Assessment for National Park Service management actions prescribed 
by the JGMP.  The National Park Service concluded that no significant 
environmental impacts are expected to result from implementation 
of the JGMP and a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) document 
was signed on November 24, 2023.  The Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources will engage in compliance for future management actions 
specific to the Pullman State Historic Site. The final Joint General 
Management Plan, Environmental Assessment, and FONSI are available 
on the National Park Service website at https://parkplanning.nps.gov/ 
PULL_JGMP_FONSI

Historic Pullman Garden Club
Musings and Announcements

Lynn Smith

My intent in adding this  periodic but not necessarily monthly column is 
not to replicate the minutes of the Historic Pullman Garden Club, which 
are already available online and well documented by Lorraine Brochu, 
our dedicated and thorough Secretary. My hope is to bring another 
notification method and resource to the adventurous and enthusiastic 
gardener! Our aim at the Historic Pullman Garden is to beautify and 
educate our neighborhood, and we have been working steadily on this 
for the past several decades.

We have three Winter lectures planned  for February through April,  in 
conjunction with the University of Illinois Extension Office (first two 
lectures) and the Chicago Park District (third lecture) and being given at 
the Pullman National Historic Park/Clocktower Complex at 610 E. 111th 
St.  Sunday, February 25th at 2 pm, will be a lecture with Jerry  Hossli 
on “Beneficial Insects” (yes these do exist!); Sunday, March 24, at 2 pm 
will be a lecture on Native Pollinators with Sarah Long; and finally the 
Sunday,  April 28, 2 pm lecture will be on Tree Pruning 101 with Jerome 
Scott. All of these lectures are free and open to all.

In addition we are in the process of developing some more “hands on” 
demonstrations for gardeners  having to do with possibly the  pruning 
of Spring Flowering bushes, propagation methods, composting meth-
ods, ways of repotting plants, use of houseplants in the design of your 
garden, and some  more information about historic gardens and gar-
deners who have been influential.  You may see people in the commu-
nity giving some of these talks!  Viva the Gospel of Gardening!!

Educational News
Cheryl Briscoe

State Superintendent Tony Sanders, CPS CEO Pedro Martinez, and other 
local, state, and federal educational and civic leaders are coming to 
Edgar Allan Poe Elementary School (in February) to visit and recognize 
an “Exemplary” school report card this year. They are using it as an 
opportunity to share the celebration with all the school stakeholders 
that have made us successful.“Exemplary” schools are the top 10% 
of all schools in the state based on overall performance. Growth 
and proficiency in math and reading scores, proficiency in science, 
graduation rates, and chronic absenteeism are the major indicators that 
determine a school’s designation, according to an ISBE statement.

Zone 1 
Director    Darrell Hill
11100 Langley (East) 
11100 Champlain (East)  John Cwenkala
Director     Eva Villagomez
11100 Langley(West)  Eva Villagomez
11100 Champlain (West)  Patti Kraning
11100 St. Lawrence   Sheldon Nagelberg
  
Zone 2 
Director    Susan James
11200 Champlain (East)  Beverly Ash-Larson
11200 Champlain (West) 
11200 Langley   Susan James
Director    Harriette Burks-Watson
11200 St. Lawrence (West) Patrick Watson
11200 St. Lawrence(East)  Lynn Smith
112th Street   Mary Bosman
11200 Forrestville  Claudia Flores
 
Zone  3 
Director    Susan Schoephoester
11300 Cottage Grove  Jason Jones
11300 Forrestville (West)  Jacob Hartman
11300 Forrestville (East) 
11300 St. Lawrence (West) Linda Feutz
11300 St. Lawrence (East)  Arlene Echols
Director     Mike McMahon
11300 Champlain (East)  Pilar Carrera
11300 Champlain (West)  Pamela Williams
11300 Langley (East)   Makeda Coutee
11300 Langley (West)  Mark  Cassello
 
Zone 4  
Director     C.J. Martello
11400 Champlain (East) 
11400 Champlain (West) 
11400 St. Lawrence (East)  Denise Alcantar
115th Street   C. J. Martello

Director    Beatrice Hardy
11400 St. Lawrence (West) Katie Williams
11400 Forrestville (West)  John Lydon
11400 Forrestville (East)  Francine Williams



Pullman Bank and Trust is a branch of Beverly Bank & Trust Company, N.A. 1. ATM Fees. There is no Wintrust Financial 
Corporation transaction charge at any ATM in the Allpoint, MoneyPass, or Sum surcharge free networks. Other banks 
outside the network may impose ATM surcharges at their machines. Surcharge fees assessed by owners of 
other ATMs outside the network may be reimbursed depending on account type opened. Reimbursement 
does not include the 1.10% International Service fee charged for certain foreign transactions conducted 
outside the continental United States.

Visit bankpullman.com/everywhere.
Plus, ask us about our other great community banking benefits!

PULLMAN’S NEIGHBORHOOD BANK

861 W. 115th St. | Chicago, IL 60643
773-468-0447 | www.bankpullman.com

GET
FREE ATMS 

NATIONWIDE 1

WHEN YOU OPEN A TOTAL ACCESS CHECKING ACCOUNT!

$100 minimum to open. No monthly minimum balance required and no monthly service charge.

From the Dining Car
Astrid Fingerhut

A couple of days after losing my beloved three-year-old cat to can-
cer, I offered to foster four rescue kittens, thinking that kitten antics 
would sooth my heart. It became apparent very quickly that they were 
sick, which turned out to be the very deadly panleukopenia. Two of 
them died within the first two days, and since then it has been a flur-
ry of tag-teaming emergency care with professional cat rescuer Erica 
Roewade. She and I took a crash course on how to administer subcuta-
neous fluids, kept charts of weight/meds/and everything else we were 
trying, and concocted elaborate slurries of food and nutritional supple-
ments to syringe-feed, trying to keep the kittens alive. Panleukopenia 
has up to a 90% fatality rate, so we knew the chances weren’t great. 

Well, this morning the little boy, who couldn’t keep his head up yes-
terday, suddenly started climbing on me while I was holding him… and 
then eating on his own! By this evening, he was playing with the toys 
in his crate and, fingers crossed, is on the road to recovery! His sister 
is not yet out of the woods but is doing relatively well. And for the first 
time in what feels like weeks, I felt like I could breathe, and I actually 
cooked a real dinner instead of the protein shakes and English muffins 
I’ve been living on. So, this month, I’m happy to present my version of 
Thai Basil Chicken (way less garlicy, way more basil-y, and with veggies) 
which is always delicious, but tonight tastes like victory!

Basil Chicken

• 1 clove garlic (or more if you’re not part vampire)
• 4-6 Thai peppers 
• A bit of cooking oil. I use avocado oil
• 1 lb ground chicken
• Fish sauce 
• Soy sauce 
• Sugar (optional)
• a big handful of fresh basil—you really can’t have too much
• one package of snow peas

Chop the garlic and peppers and saute them in the oil just long enough 
to start cooking and get fragrant. Add the ground chicken and cook at 
medium-high heat until the chicken cooks through, releases its juice, 
and the juice evaporates. Turn the heat down a bit and add fish sauce 
and soy sauce to taste—both are very salty, but you are going to be 
adding a lot of basil and peas, so you can have a bit of a heavy hand. 
You can also add a little sugar if you like—go light. 

Add the basil and and snow peas and cook until the basil is wilted and 
the snow peas turn bright green and are tender but still crisp. 

Serve with rice. Enjoy! Give your cats some extra attention today—and 
for the love of everything holy, spay/neuter and vaccinate! 

When Event ($ if charge) Where/How

Sat 2/17 12pm-3pm Polar Adventure Days Big Marsh Park  11559 Stony Island

Tues 2/20 6pm

Wed 2/21 7:30pm

Sat 2/24 1pm-3pm Beman Committee                                     
Building Permit Workshop FLM Center 614 E 113th

Mon 2/26 6:00pm

Tues 2/27  6:30-7:30pm Ald. Beale 9th Ward Community Meeting       Pullman Presby Church, 550 E 103rd St

Wed 2/28  11:30am

Wed 3/20 7:30pm

Community Policing 531 Beat Meeting       HPF Exhibit Hall 

Ladies Lunch Group (4th Wed)    Interested?    Sschoephoester@gmail.com

Thursday           February 29th           HAPPY LEAP  YEAR 2024!

Fri 2/23  12pm-2:30pm    OPEN HOUSE  @  Revolution Workshop    120 East 111th St

Closed for winter season       Historic Pullman Foundation Exhibit Hall        11141 S Cottage Grove

Sat  2/17  12pm   Black History event with Darcel Rockett @ Revolution Wkshp 120 E 111th St

Wed 2/28  7:30 pm  PCO Beman Committee Mtg (4th Wed)  FLM Center  614 E 113th

PCO General Membership Meeting  (3rd Wed)                                         
Exhibit Hall  112th St      Everyone is welcome!

PCO General Membership Meeting  (3rd Wed)                                         
Exhibit Hall  112th St      Everyone is welcome!

Sun 2/25  2pm    HPGC  "Beneficial Insects"  Lecture (1 of 3)    NPS Visitor Ctr 610 E 111th St

CCPSA 5th District Council Monthly meeting                Location TBA

PPuullllmmaann  CCaalleennddaarr  ffoorr  FFeebbrruuaarryy--MMaarrcchh  22002244

WWEEEEKKLLYY  AACCTTIIVVIITTIIEESS

MMOONNTTHHLLYY  MMEEEETTIINNGGSS  AANNDD  SSPPEECCIIAALL  EEVVEENNTTSS

The Block House Gallery       Open Thurs 4pm-6pm / Sat 12pm-2pm    11137 S Langley 

 National Park Service Visitor Center (Clocktower)   -  Open 7 days a week,  9am-4:30pm 

Sun 3/24     2pm     HPGC  Annual Winter Lecture Series #2      NPS Visitor Ctr 610 E 111th

Wed 3/6  7:00pm       Pullman Garden Club Monthly Meeting     FLM Center 614 E 113th St

Wed 3/13  7:30 pm   PCO Executive Board Meeting (2nd Wed)   FLM Center  614 E 113th

Submit your Pullman / local community event details to   pullmancalendar@gmail.com

Wed 3/27  7:30 pm  PCO Beman Committee Mtg (4th Wed)  FLM Center  614 E 113th

Mark your Calendars for Pullman Railroad Days, June 1st and 2nd!!

Revolution Workshop
Megan Lydon

Revolution Workshop, a non-profit workforce development 
organization, is excited to host an open house at their new training 
facility at 120 E. 111th Street in Roseland on Friday February 23 from 
12:00pm to 2:30pm. The public is invited to enjoy light refreshments 
and hear from Executive Director Manny Rodriguez and board leaders 
about the organization’s vision for the future. Light refreshments will 
be served along with a chance to meet trainees, staff, and tour the new 
facility. Please RSVP here: https://bit.ly/RWROSELAND

Sandy Melnyczenko Czajkowskyj................................Editor
Debbie Newman.................................................Copy Editor
Beverly Ash-Larson........................Distribution Coordinator
Ralph Larson........................................................Distributor

The Pullman Flyer is produced monthly by the Pullman Civic Organization, 
614 E. 113th Avenue, Chicago, IL 60628. The viewpoints expressed in The 

Pullman Flyer are not necessarily the convictions of the Pullman Civic Orga-
nization. The deadline for the upcoming Flyer is the last day of the previous 
month. Committee reports, announcements, letters to the editor, dedica-

tion suggestions, and articles should be emailed to sandyczajko@sbcglobal.
net.  All submissions become the property of The Pullman Flyer.



My Admin Fran offers administrative, resume, and notary public 
services - evenings and weekends. Please visit my website at 

http://www.MyAdminFran.com for further information.

Pullman
570 E. 115th St., Chicago, IL 60628
773.768.5000
www.chicagofamilyhealth.org

CFHC offers Quality, Coordinated 
Healthcare for the Whole Family:

-Pediatrics
-Women’s Health

-Parental Care
-Immunization

-Care for Chronic Illinesses
-Behavioral Health

• 21,000+ sq. feet
• 23 medical exam rooms
• 2 behavioral health 

rooms
• 9 dental operatories
• group therapy classrooms
• electonic health records

OPTIMUS RECYCLING
830 E. 114th Street

773-995-1000

WE BUY SCRAP METAL

St. Anthony Catholic 
Church

(Kensington & Indiana)
11533 S Prairie, Chicago, 60628

Sunday Masses 
7:30am Spanish
9:00am English

12:00pm Spanish 

Daily Mass (Mon-Thurs)
7:30am Bilingual

Phone: 773-468-1200

E-Mail:  saintanthony@ameritech.net

Real Estate Ads (sales and rentals) are $15 per month. Service ads for 
businesses, personals, and other sales ads are $10 up to 3 lines per month. 

Checks should be made payable to the Pullman Civic Organization.
 All inquires about ads in the Pullman Flyer can be sent to: 

PullmanFlyerAdvertising@gmail.com.

  Non-residents may receive a one-year subscription to the Pullman Flyer by 
sending a $10.00 check made out to the Pullman Civic Organization to: Pull-
man Flyer, (Attn: Beverly Ash-Larson, Distribution Coordinator), 614 E. 113th 

Street, Chicago, IL 60628

  
        
       
         
        

 
aMa-Architecture believes that good 
design & architectural services should 
be af fordable & accessible to everyone. 
Project types include new construction, 
additions, renovations, landmark 
properties, green building, porches, 
decks, garages, code violations, ADA 
design & retro-f itting. Based in the 
Pullman National Monument visit 
www.aMa-Architecture.com or email: 
ann@aMa-Architecture.com 

Bass Furniture & Rug Co.

11431 S. Michigan Avenue

773.264.3070

The neighborhood store for ALL your 
furniture needs. Serving Roseland and 

Pullman over 75 years.

Open: Mon-Fri 10:00 – 7:00

   Sat 10:00 – 6:00

Layaway and Financing Available

Se Habla Espanol


